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The idea of purchasing a new Skyleader 600 was placed before me by a good 
fl ying friend Denis Southby who called me up in June 2010 and suggested 
I check out the website, which has the new and upgraded version of the 
Sabre that I owned at the time. Because I had some spare SAA voyager 
miles to use up, three weeks later Denis and I were on our way to Jihlava in 
the Czech Republic, just to take a look at her. We were extremely impressed 
with the Skyleader Factory and were further taken back when they showed 
us certain parts of Airbus airliners, which were being manufactured right 
there. Our visit to the local airfi eld was the highlight of the trip so when we 
were given a test fl ight, which led the conversion to details of the SL600. I 
immediately requested the specifi cation sheet so that I could place an order 
for a new aircraft. 

At the beginning of this year, my business partner’s wife suggested that 
I should rather fl y the aircraft back to South Africa instead of packing the 
plane into a container and sending it by sea. Plans were formulated and on 

11 September this year, we were packed and off to Jihlava where the new 
plane registered ZU-TAM was waiting for us. The fl ight from Czech Republic 
to South Africa took us through Europe, Egypt, Sudan, Kenya, Tanzania, 
Zanzibar, Mozambique and then back to Tedderfi eld totalling fi fty-seven 
hours and extending over fourteen days.

Over most of the trip back to South Africa we encountered twenty knot 
headwinds and because the air box was running too hot, we were only 
pushing her at 28 inches manifold pressure.  

Our average speed was around 110knots for the entire trip, which was 
captured on Spidertracks for those friends who were interested back home. 
On arrival back at Tedderfi eld, Denis had the idea to improve the cooling 
of the air box, which was accomplished and now the engine runs cooler. 
ZU-TAM now fl ies in stable conditions at a true airspeed of 140 knots at 34 
inches manifold pressure and she will happily do this all day long.

First in South Africa

SKYLEADER 600
Text by Howard Betts

Photography by Athol Franz

The Skyleader is an all metal two-seat, low wing aircraft with a trapezoidal wing. The aircraft has a tricycle towed 
landing gear with a steerable nose wheel and either retractable or fi xed gear options. The aircraft is designated 

mainly for recreational fl ying, pilot training and special operations. The Skyleader can be customised based 
on individual requirements. This LSA type has impressive fl ight characteristics and a timeless design, 

which is the result of certifi ed aeronautical production standards.
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Her handling characteristics are even better. Whist doing my conversion with 
Radim in Jihlava, we entered a stall and as I was watching the ASI noting 
that we were now at 20 knots, I asked Radim “when are we going to enter 
the stall”? “Look at the air speed” Radim replied “we’re stalling now - look at 
the vertical speed indicator.”  

After a fi fty-seven hour trip home, I still look forward to the weekends when 
I can go and fl y. Because Denis was away at the time of African Pilot’s 
request to undertake this air-to-air photography, David Logasi offered to fl y 
with me as he is an instructor and a little braver than I am for this type of 
close formation fl ying. The pictures were taken by Athol from the African 
Pilot branded Cessna 182 with Rene Joubert, an instructor at AFOS at the 
controls for the photo sortie. I am looking forward to our Tedderfi eld ‘fl y-away’ 
to Margate in 2012 and then Botswana next winter. As for the story on the 
fl ight from Czech Republic to South Africa, you will need to purchase the 
book I am writing early next year.

SPECIFICATIONS AND PERFORMANCE

The Skyleader 600 is designed for the Light Sport Aircraft (LSA) market 
combined with the comfort and performance of a General Aviation (GA) 
aircraft. The aircraft is made up from thin metal sheets and girders with a 
composite fuselage.

Speeds:
Maximum level speed: 240 km/hr or 130 knots 
Cruise speed at 75% power: 210 km/hr or 113 knots
Manoeuvring speed: 145 km/hr or   78 knots
Minimum speed (stall / fl aps): 61 km/hr or    33 knots

Weights:
Maximum take-off weight: 600 Kg or 1320 lbs.
Empty weight: 348 Kg or 767 lbs.
Useful load: 252 Kg or  553 lbs.

Engine and Propeller
Rotax 912 / 100 HP or 914 115 HP 
2 or 3 blade ground or in-fl ight adjustable

Take-off and landing distances 
Take-off paved runway: 130 metres / 427 feet
Over 15 metre obstacle: 250 metres / 820 feet 
Landing distance: 100 metres / 330 feet 
Over 15 metre obstacle: 250 metres / 820 feet          

Fuel capacity and endurance 
Fuel capacity: 120 litres / 31.7 US gallons
Endurance: 6 hours with 0.5 hour reserve
Range: 1365 Km / 737 Nautical miles

Dimensions
Wing span: 9.9 metres / 32 feet
Overall length: 7.1 metres / 23 feet
Overall height: 2.5 metres / 8 feet
Cabin width: 1.28 metres / 4 feet 2.4 inches

For further information on the Skyleader 600 
please call Dennis Southby at Skyleader SA 

Tel: 083 329 9312 or e-mail: drsouthby@gmail.com


